[Imaging of the temporal bone].
This article presents a review of diseases of the temporal bone which are relevant for radiologists in routine clinical practice. First the most prominent imaging methods will be briefly summarized with respect to the current state of the art and the most important aspects of cross-sectional anatomy of the temporal bone will be presented. This is followed by the presentation of various inflammatory diseases. Fractures (longitudinal, transverse and mixed fractures), auditory ossicle lesions and contusions of the labyrinth will be discussed in connection with injuries of the temporal bone. Tumors and tumor-like lesions and the clinical symptoms of otosclerosis and malformations will also be discussed. Finally the postoperative use of imaging methods will be presented. Special importance is given to the position of imaging techniques in the diagnostic chain and their evidential value. This is supplemented by special morphological imaging characteristics and aspects of differential diagnostics.